CRISIS  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH   CENTURY

contrast with the eighteenth-century French style of garden, of
Italian origin, with its straight walks, clipped trees, fountains,
and statues,

In everyday life sensibility found expression in tender outpour-
ings, the exchange of passionate embraces between friends, and
tears of fond emotion. It was also applied to social life, in the form
of 'philanthropy'. 'Enlightened5 Frenchmen had now become
prone to 'sensibility', and interested themselves in the lot of the
unfortunate, the old, the sick and needy, and destitute children;
they founded charitable institutions, hospitals, homes, and prizes
for virtue. For the first time humane impulses found their way
into everyday conduct in the form of compassion, and protests
were raised against customs which had been traditional from the
remotest antiquity, such as torture, cruel punishments, the use of
the whip in schools, the brutal treatment of the sick in hospitals,
and indifference to the sufferings of others.

As was natural, these ideas and fashions affected only a narrow
circle. Contrary to received opinion, the eighteenth century was
to the great mass of the nation - whether peasants, artisans, or
bourgeois - a period of sincere piety, religious fervour, and strict
morality. The proof of this was soon to be forthcoming in the
resistance offered to innovations in the Church - a resistance which
showed the irresistible influence of the priests over believers. The
picture drawn of an irreligious and licentious eighteenth century
applies to high society only. But at that time this small minority
gave its direction to the whole of public life. Its example produced
an effect even upon a section of the bourgeoisie; as in England,
free thought became a mark of superior education, and it was
considered a sign of good breeding not to observe the rules of
the Church. Parish priests complained that their bourgeois
parishioners showed a contempt for the practice of religion in
order to distinguish themselves from the common people.

f T H E    STRUGGLE   AGAINST    TRADITION

The same enthusiasm for philosophy and science as gave 'en-
lightened9 people a boundless confidence in future progress also
inspired them with a contempt for religion and the political
system of the past. They condemned as 'abuses' all traditionally
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